
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $3.48 MILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $3.48 million for several transportation improvement projects, including downtown streetscaping in Pittsfield and Great Barrington, a boost for transit services in North County and the promotion of tourism along the area's scenic roads.

  Olver secured the funding in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on June 14.

   Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers would have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

$1.82 million for Downtown Pittsfield Streetscape

  The streetscaping initiative for downtown Pittsfield involves decorative paving, period lighting, trees with grates or cobble surrounding them, flower planters and planting areas, public art and historical statues, plaques, and other installations and improvements. The goal of streetscaping is to make downtown Pittsfield more attractive and appealing to pedestrians, enhance the city's unique characteristics and improve the environment for residents, tourists and businesses.

  "The project will further revitalize downtown Pittsfield," Olver said. "It will boost the arts and culture elements of downtown, encourage new private investment in downtown, and make the environment friendlier for residents and tourists alike."

   "The streetscape project is essential for the continuing revitalization of downtown Pittsfield, making it more pedestrian-friendly for the tens of thousands who will be enjoying the Colonial Theatre, the Barrington Stage Company, our new downtown cinema center and more," said Mayor James Ruberto. "I would like to thank Rep. Olver for recognizing the importance of this project and making it a priority. He continues to be a great friend of the City of Pittsfield."

  For more information on this project, contact: Pittsfield Mayor James M. Ruberto at 413-499-9321

$1 million for Great Barrington Streetscape

  The streetscaping initiative for Great Barrington involves roadway, streetscape and traffic improvements on Main Street in downtown Great Barrington. This project will rehabilitate the roadway surface and drainage system, coordinate traffic signals, reconfigure some lane markings, make crosswalks safer, and replace deteriorated sidewalks and hazardous trees. The project area includes an approximately one-half mile stretch of Main Street (US 7 &amp; MA Route 23/41) between Cottage Street and Saint James Place (Taconic Avenue).

   "The project will improve the attractiveness of the shopping district, and make the pedestrian environment along Main Street more attractive and appealing," Olver said.

  For more information on this project, contact:
  Burke LaClair, Town Manager, Great Barrington, at 413-528-1619 ext. 2

$160,000 for Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB)
  TANB is working to improve public transit services specifically designed to meet the mobility challenges presented in Adams, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Florida, North Adams, Savoy, and Williamstown.  TANB is primarily an employment-related transportation service for residents of rural areas, designed to augment the fixed route system operated by Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA).

    The funding will allow for the purchase of four lift-equipped vans to better serve the needs of the communities served by TANB.

  "Public transportation on the western end of the northern tier is critical to the economic development of North County," Olver said. "I am glad to be able to assist Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire in their efforts to close the gap in public transportation services. Their services are in high demand and much appreciated."

  For more information on this project, contact: Jana Hunkler Brule, TANB, 413-664-0300

$500,000 for Western Mass. Scenic Byway Tourism Promotional Campaign

  Western Massachusetts is home to six scenic byways ‚ Jacob's Ladder Trail (Route 20), Mount Greylock Scenic Byway, Mohawk Trail, Route 112, Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway, and Route 122. Scenic byways are recognized for their beauty and for their cultural and natural resources. The three regional planning agencies of Western Massachusetts ‚ Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BPRC), Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and Franklin Regional Council of Governments -- will develop a region-wide tourism campaign promoting their scenic byways.

    Many states widely promote their scenic byways as tourist destinations and alternative travel ways, a chance to avoid modern highways and traffic. In Western Massachusetts, an increase in year-round tourism would benefit the local economy through increased tourism business, including small businesses that are the backbone of the region's rural economy.

  For more information on this project, contact:
 Nathaniel Karns, BRPC, 413-442-1521, ext. 26  
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